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Theoretical basics and deficits

Conflicts between recreational use 
and nature conservation

Conflicts between recreational use 
and nature conservation

Social science 
conflict research 

Social science 
conflict research 

4 Forschungsrichtungen

Konflikte als Problem von Naturschutz
und Raumordnung

Konflikte unter funktionalem Aspekt
(Raumordnung, Großschutzgebiete)

Konflikte als Hintergrund
(Motivation, Bezug, Modebegriff)

Konflikte als Auseinandersetzung
(Interessen-/Zielkonflikte)  

Effects of tourism and recreation for 
nature and landscape in detail 
analysed

Contrast and compatibility of nature 
conservation and nature utilisation 
discussed

No conflict handling observed 
(praxis!)

No typification / systematisation

no relations between conflicts 
observed

Sozialpsychologie, Soziologie:

Konfliktdefinitionen,

Erklärungsansätze für Konflikte und 
Konfliktarten,

Dynamik und Bewältigung interperso-
naler Konflikte

Bedeutung und Wirkung von Konflikten

Comprehensive results and cognitions 
for the explanation, dynamic, handling 
and effects of conflicts

Throughout other fields of research  
(e.g. marriage,  family, enterprise, 
organisation), no connection to 
environment or nature conservation
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Conflicts between recreational use 
and nature conservation

Conflicts between recreational use 
and nature conservation

Social science 
conflict research 

Social science 
conflict research 

Conflicts in national parks and 
biosphere reserves

Conflicts in national parks and 
biosphere reserves

Functional Analysis of spatial-use conflicts

Acceptance research instead of conflict
research

Scarcely statements about national 
park / biosphere reserve specific 
conflict processes

Importance of conflicts for the 
development of national parks and 
biosphere reserves was not (scarcely) 
thematised (conflict theory!)
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Research approach

1. Combination of landscape and spatial oriented research perspectives 
with activity oriented and conflict oriented research perspectives for the 
creation of a complex view of conflict 

2. Application of the social science conflict research to the field of conflict 
recreational use versus nature conservation

3. Strukturing of the complex and complicated field of conflict recreational 
use versus nature conservation

4. Analysis of conflict practice in different struktured research regions

5. Realisation of this complex view of conflicts through change of 
perspective and a mix of methods

Karen Ziener: Conflicts between Recreational Use and Nature Conservation in National Parks and Biosphere Reserves
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Integration of conflict perspektive / term of conflict

Opposite / stress field between nature 
conservation and nature using, which is 
based on the effects of tourism and leisure 
time activities to nature and landscape

Conflicts are gathered through overlay of 
ecological and using attribute of landscape

Opposite objective (problem) 

Solution contentual, 
task of nature conservation and spatial 
planning

nature and spatial science
conflict view

social science (social psycholog.) 
conflict definition

Two elements are contemporary opposed 
or/and incompatible 

Controversy between at least two parties

Conflicts consist of subjects, the conflicting 
parties, and  at least one object, the cause of 
the conflict

Opposite between persons 

No single-sided solution, but only through 
action of both sides  

I n t e g r a t i o n Conflict potentials
latent / inactive conflict parties and

the conflict subject

landscape or 
spatial oriented

spatial conflict 
potentials
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Conflict
Conflicts consist of subjects, 
the conflicting parties, and at least one
object, the cause of the conflict.

Field of Conflict
Recreational Use – Nature Conservation

Totality of all such conflictsin the region and 
the connections between it (system analysis)

Research approach: conflict and field of conflict 
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Legal, planning, political factors of 
different federal states and 
national state 

Old and new federal states

National parks and biosphere 
reserves

Rügen
island

Spreewald

Rhön

Harz

Danube Flood PlainsLake Neusiedl / Fertö

Landscape profile from the Baltic Sea 
to the Pannonian Region

Holiday and  recreation regions

differemt concepts of 
biosphere reserves

Research regions

Karen Ziener: Conflicts between Recreational Use and Nature Conservation in National Parks and Biosphere Reserves



8

Modelling of the 
Field of Conflict Recreational use – Nature conservation in a Region 

macro analysis micro analysis

macro /
micro analysis

mainly 
macro analysis

macro / 
micro analysis

inductive deductive

inductive deductive / 
inductive

deductive / inductive

advancement application

new
connecting

new

Spatial 
conflict potentials 

Conflict handling
and solution

Conflict types 

Conflict 
connections 

Spatial related
concepts

Karen Ziener: Conflicts between Recreational Use and Nature Conservation in National Parks and Biosphere Reserves



9

Boundary of potential conflict spacesBoundary of potential conflict spaces

A landscape is evaluated as being both worth protecting
and attractive for recreation and leisure-time activities 
(general view). 

A landscape is evaluated as being both worth protecting
and attractive for recreation and leisure-time activities 
(general view). 

Demands on using the area by those seeking recreation and 
leisure-time activity, are opposed to restrictions resulting 
from environmental protection (user’s view).

Demands on using the area by those seeking recreation and 
leisure-time activity, are opposed to restrictions resulting 
from environmental protection (user’s view).

An unfavourable relationship exists between the sensitivity of a landscape
and the intensity of its use for recreation and leisure-time activities 
(ecological view).

An unfavourable relationship exists between the sensitivity of a landscape
and the intensity of its use for recreation and leisure-time activities 
(ecological view).
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Conflict handling 
and solution

Model of conflict process according to BERKEL

Conflict potentials
(Latent conflict)

Causal event

Definition of the conflict by the persons involved
(Points at issue)

Action                     
by one side

Short-term result
(Compromise, victory, settlement)

Long-term consequences,
which increase or reduce the conflict potential

Reaction                     
by the other side

Source:                            
BERKEL 1997,                               
S. 40, modified

conflict  factors

Interrelating 
actions

Effects to 
landscape, 
tourism,  
protected areas, 
conflict parties
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Conflict handling 
and solution

Conflict styles

Harmonisation / smoothing
accomodating

Orien-
tation

on aims 
and 

interests
of 

opposite 
side

Orientation on one’s own aims and interestsSource: own compilation after 
BERKEL 1987, BERKEL 1997, 
REGNET 1992

Confrontation /  
mutual problem solving

Compromising / Negotiating

Withdrawal /  
avoiding / escape

Forcing /  
using formal authority 
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Conflict types

Conflict subject

Conflict parties

Points at issue

Conflict form 

Conflict results

Space

long-term effects

Time

Conflict  
structure

Charcteristics of conflict types Description of conflict types

Typification

qualitative 
interviews with 
regional decision 
makers

scientific 
studies, 
concepts 
and plans 
dealing 
with 
conflicts  

regional 
media

Conflicts in the research regions
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Spatial-Use Conflict Types
(objective-spatial aspects)

Goal Conflict Types 
(protagonists / processes)

Source: ZIENER 2003

Freizeitaktivitäten in 
sensiblen Landschaften

Umweltfolgen 
touristischer Nutzung

Stark frequentierte 
Ausflugsziele

Touristisch induzierter 
motorisierter Individualverkehr

Mangelnde 
Akzeptanz von 
Naturschutz-
restriktionen

durch Einzelne Beeinträchtigung des Landschafts-
bildes durch touristische Bauten

Naturschutz-
projekte und 
-planungen

Tourismus-
projekte und 
-planungen

Freizeitsport contra 
Naturschutz

Gemeinden contra 
Schutzgebietsverwaltung

Wirtschaftsförderung   
contra Naturschutz

Leisure-time activities in 
sensitive countryside 

Environmental consequences 
of touristic use

Heavily frequented 
destinations for outings

Tourism-induced              
motorised private traffic

Lack of 
acceptance of 

nature-
protection

related
restrictions Impairment of the countryside image 

by tourism buildings

Nature 
conservation 
projects and 

plans

Tourism            
projects and 

plans

Leisure-time sport vs. 
environmental protection

Communities vs. 
management of protected 

area

Economic stimulation vs. 
environmental protection

Conflict types between recreational use and nature conservation

structurally,  
permanent, partly 

latent, conflicts

more differentiated,                 
permanent conflicts

Change of status quo,               
temporary conflicts 
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Macro analysis

Objective-spatial hierarchies

planning and administrations levels
e.g. NP Hochharz

temporal hierarchies

Sequence and parallelism of conflictes

Complex conflict situations

Situations which combine different  
interacting conflicts and conflict fields, 
Big number of participants, variety of 
interests and requirements  
Spatial concentration (e.g. Brocken, 
Hiddensee Island) or objective bundling 
(e.g. Landscape structure plan Spreewald)

Micro analysis

Conflict experiences of participants

Attitudes to conflicts, generally
(e.g. solvability, importance) 

Get to know the other conflict 
parties (e.g. interests and aims, 
behaviour in the conflict)

Conflict solution competence  
(e.g. procedures, strategies) 

Factual solving of problems
(e.g. sustainability strategies, 
functional separation)

Conflict 
connections
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